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Black, White & Bright 

Thrifty Block 

(first published in 1939 by the Kansas City Star) 

9 ½ inch block 

 
You will need: 

(1) – 3 ½ inch square Black Fabric 

(8) – 2 inch squares Black Fabric 

(8) – 2 inch squares White Fabric 

(4) – 3 ½  inch squares Bright Fabric 

 

Using the 2 inch black & white squares, piece together the four-patch squares – you will have 

four of them. 

  
 

Piece the four-patch squares together with the remaining black square and the bright squares as 

shown below: 

 

 
 

Be careful that your black blocks make an X through the block. 

 

Your colors do not have to be solids – they may be black-on-whites, white-on-blacks, white-on-

white, as long as they “read” black and white and do not blend together. 

 


